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Synopsis

Rywka, una adolescente judA a de catorce aA os, comienza a escribir un diario de su infierno en
Auschwitz en un cuaderno escolar. En sus apenas 120 pAjginas, entre octubre de 1943 y abril de
1944, Rywka relata con gran realismo, pero sin perder la elocuencia y la inocencia propias de su
edad, la enfermedad, el hambre, las deportaciones, el miedo y la crueldad de las que fue testigo.
En 1945, su diario fue encontrado en las ruinas del crematorio de Auschwitz-Birkenau. Durante
mAijs de medio siglo el diario permaneciA en MoscA¢, en posesiA n del mA©dico y hasta la muerte
de este. Su nieta lo puso en manos del Jewish Family and Childrena ™s Services Holocaust Center
de San Francisco, que, tras investigar con expertos en el perA odo histA rico, verificar su
autenticidad y traducirlo al inglA©s, lo publicA en enero de 2014, setenta aA os despuA®s de su
escritura. ENGLISH DESCRIPTION The newly discovered diary of a Polish teenager in the Lodz
ghetto during World War 11&#151;originally published by Jewish Family & Childrena ™s Services of
San Francisco, now available in a revised, illustrated, and beautifully designed trade edition. After
more than seventy years in obscurity, the diary of a teenage girl during the Holocaust has been
revealed for the first time. Rywkaé ™s Diary is at once an astonishing historical document and a
moving tribute to the many ordinary people whose lives were forever altered by the Holocaust. At its
heart, it is the diary of a girl named Rywka Lipszyc who detailed the brutal conditions that Jews in
the Lodz ghetto, the second largest in Poland, endured under the Nazis: poverty, hunger and
malnutrition, religious oppression, and, in Rywkaa ™s case, the death of her parents and siblings.
Handwritten in a school notebook between October 1943 and April 1944, the diary ends literally in
mid-sentence. What became of Rywka is a mystery. A Red Army doctor found her notebook in
Auschwitz after its liberation in 1945 and took it back with her to the Soviet Union. Rywkaé ™s Diary
is also a moving coming-of-age story, in which a young woman expresses her curiosity about the
world and her place in it and reflects on her relationship with God&#151;a remarkable affirmation of
her commitment to Judaism and her faith in humanity. Interwoven into this carefully translated diary
are photographs, news clippings, maps, and commentary from Holocaust scholars and the girla ™s
surviving relatives, which provide an in-depth picture of both the conditions of Rywka’s life and the
mysterious end to her diary. Moving and illuminating, told by a brave young girl whose strong and
charismatic voice speaks for millions, Rywkaé ™s Diary is an extraordinary addition to the history of

the Holocaust and World War II.
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